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Election sees record turnout 
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Amplify and Inspire campaign members react to the 2016-17 Associated Students, Inc. election results in the Harper Alumni Center, Thursday, April 21. 


Amplity takes majority of positions 
in landslide victory over Inspire — 


lYieng Xiong 
@yiengxiong | 


Sacramento State wel- 
comed a newly elected 
Associated Students, Inc. 
board with a record vot- 
er turnout and one team’s 
sweep of the election. 
After three weeks of ASI 
candidates campaigning 
and three days of students 
voting, a total of 4,462 
students, 15.5 percent of 
the student population, 
voted in the election this 
year. It is the highest vot- 
er participation for Sac 
State in 11 years. 

“I’m definitely happy we 
broke voter turnout this 
year,’ said Melissa Bar- 
do, the current ASI pres- 
ident. “It’s still a low num- 
ber in proportion to how 
many students we have 
on campus, but compared 
to a national average in 
student government elec- 
tions, it’s definitely a good 
number.” 

The new voter turnout 
is a 0.4 percent increase 
from the previous year’s 
turnout, which was 15.1 


percent. 

However, an addition- 
al day of voting was also 
added this year due to 
concerns about a possi- 


ble faculty strike, giving 
students more time to 
participate. 


Patrick Dorsey, who ran 
uncontested, was elected 
as the new 2016-17 ASI 
president with 3,410 votes. 


“Pm definitely 
happy we broke 
voter turnout 
this year.” 

- Melissa Bardo 


Current ASI Presi ident 


“It’s amazing right now. 
This has been a lot of 
hard work ... I’m proud of 
my team because I know 
they sacrificed so much, 
they believed in our cause. 
We came together, and I 
think we were successful,” 
Dorsey said. “I think the 
other team did an amaz- 
ing job, too.” 

The new vice presidents 
are as follows: Kylee Ho- 
mecillo for executive vice 


president; Randy Chen for 
vice president of finance; 
Anthony Maalouf for vice 
president of university af- 
fairs; and Abraham Men- 
doza III for vice president 
of academic affairs. 

The new college direc- 
tors are Stefanie Lucero 
for director of arts and 
letters; Mia Kagianas for 
director of business; Stacy 


Prokopos for director of 


education; Taylor Myers 
for director of engineer- 
ing and computer science; 
Davis San Felipe for direc- 
tor of health and human 
science; Mary Ann Mort 
for director of natural 
sciences and mathemat- 
ics; Margot Rinaldo for 
director of social scienc- 
es and _ interdisciplinary 
studies; Thaddeus Turner 
for director of undeclared 
students; and Andrew C. 
Michaud for 
graduate students. 

At this year’s election, 
the two major teams were 
Amplify and Inspire. To 
the candidates and sup- 
porters’ surprise, team 
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Sac State supports free speech 


Preacher 





Ron Underwood spreads the word of his 


interpretation of Christian scripture, Thursday, April 14. 


[Angel Kidka 
@angellykid | 


Sacramento State poli- 


cies encourage freedom of 


speech, individual expres- 
sion and students’ rights to 
express objections. 

Due to Sac State’s pub- 
lic institution status, the 
campus is open and allows 
any individual to come on 
and exhibit free speech, 
regardless of the topic and 
association, without per- 
mit or form requirement, 
as long as they follow the 
regulations the school has 
in order to preserve the 
educational environment 
on campus. 

“There is no registration 
for someone to exhibit free 
speech,” said Tom Car- 
roll, director of Student 
Organizations and Lead- 
ership. “There are some 
policies, but they are just 
to make sure that the indi- 
vidual or group wishing to 
exhibit free speech can do 
so and that students can 
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1 Patrick K. Dorsey (Amplify) 3,410 VOTES 87.77% 
2 Vote of No Confidence 475 VOTES 12.23 


1 Kylee Homecillo (Amplify) 2,650 VOTES 67.48% 
2 JP (Inspire) 1,277 VOTES 32.52% 


1 Randy M. Chen (Amplify) 2,522 VOTES 65.32% 
2 Paayal Deo (Inspire) 1,339 VOTES 34.68% 


1 Anthony Maalouf (Amplify) 2,327 VOTES 60.96% 
2 Nick Chiappe (Inspire) 1,490 VOTES 39.04% 


1 Abraham Mendoza III (Amplify) 2,335 61.45% 
2 Elsi Venegas (Inspire) 1,465 VOTES 38.55% 
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Patrick Dorsey, the newly elected president of ASI for the 
2016-17 school year, sheds tears after learning the results. 


Hopeful educators 
gather at expo 


[Andrew Brown 
@andrewbr0000 | 


Sacramento State’s 2016 
Educator — Recruitment 
Expo received A’s across 
the board from ‘students 
and educational organiza- 
tions alike ‘Tuesday, April 
19, 


Hundreds of students 





in business casual attire 
showed up to the Universi- 
ty Union Ballroom for the 
event, which featured an 
at-capacity 118 different 
educational organizations 
from California, Oregon 
and Nevada. 

Students who attended 
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Sac State students attend the Educator Recruitment Expo 
in the University Union Ballroom, Tuesday, April 19. 
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We must respect others’ freedom of speech 


Free speech: The right protected by 


the first amendment, 


our military, practiced when voicing 


opinions, and the right that makes 


America what it is. 


It is also a right that can manifest 
itself in many different forms. Take, 
for example, the preacher on campus 


two weeks ago, who gathered an angry 


fought for by 


to some of us it seems ignorant and 


crowd with his views and speech on 
gay marriage. Past campus visitors, like 
those speaking against abortion, have 


also garnered similar feelings. While 


hateful, to others it aligns with their 
personal beliefs. 
But free speech does come with 


boundaries. 


While 


protesting, 


out 


handing 


pamphlets or voicing views is legal 
on campus, there are restrictions. If 
someone blocks your way, they have 
broken school policy. | 


No matter how angry we get or how 


much we disagree with someone, it ‘is 


important to remember that free speech 


belongs to us all, for better or for worse. 





Peace awards bring controversy 


Joel Boland 


@shmoland 
Vu Chau | 
evehavzo20| 
Reno Omokri, eetlia 


spokesman for the former 
Nigerian president Good- 
luck Jonathan, delivered 
the keynote speech on 
behalf of Jonathan at the 
25th annual Peace Awards 
Dinner and Dance on Sat- 
urday, April 23 in the Uni- 
versity Union Ballroom of 
Sacramento State. 

Jonathan was scheduled 
to deliver the. speech at 
the dinner, but due to a 
sudden illness, the former 


president cancelled his 
appearance. 
Omokri said Jonathan 


developed flu-like symp- 
toms ‘Thursday _ ,while 
traveling in the East Coast 
of the U.S. He is currently 
being hospitalized in New 


Jersey. 


“When Africans have 
the flu, it’s not something 
they’re used to,” Omokri 
said. “Right now, the pres- 
ident’s doctors advised 
him to rest a bit.” 

At the awards ceremony, 
Omokri gave his own ver- 
sion of the speech, rather 
than reading Jonathan’s 
planned keynote speech 
word for word. 

Omokri’s speech chron- 
icled Jonathan’s time as 
president of Nigeria from 
2010-15. 

The speech touches on 
topics from terrorism to 
daily life of citizens in 
Nigeria, although, it was 
mostly about how Jona- 
than helped transform Ni- 
geria as a nation. 

“When President Jona- 
than decided to run for 
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(Left to right) George Raya, secretary of the Sacramento LGBT Community Center, speaks 
with Reno Omokri, spokesman for former Nigerian president Goodluck Jonathan, at a private 
meeting prior to the awards dinner in the Redwood Room, Saturday, April 23. 


office in September of 
2010, he said he was will- 
ing to transform Nige- 
ria,” Omokri said in the 
speech. “[President Jon- 
athan]| called the agenda 
he had The Transforma- 
tion Agenda ... In 2015, 
when he lost the presiden- 
cy, ... there was no chal- 
lenge to the winner of the 
presidential election by 
the candidate who lost. 
That was the first time it 
happened, and that was a 
transformation.” 

In the 2015 presidential 
election in Nigeria, Jona- 
than peacefully conceded 
his loss of the presiden- 
cy to the opposing party 
candidate, Muhammadu 
Buhari. 

Because of this action, 
Jonathan was invited by 
the Center for African 
Peace and Conflict Reso- 
lution to speak on the top- 
ic of peace at the dinner. 
Jonathan’s planned vis- 
it to Sac State drew in a 


wide range of criticism 
from both on and off-cam- 
pus communities because 
of the Same Sex Marriage 
Prohibition Act he signed 
into law in 2014. 

Based on the law, any Ni- 
gerian who is involved in 
homosexual acts can be 
sentenced to up to 14 years 


in prison, while those who 
belong to any gay organi- 
zations or show support to 
the LGBT community can 
also be sentenced to up to 
10 years in prison. 
According to Uwazie, 
Jonathan is not anti-gay 


personally but “Ad 
PEACE, 





Photo courtesy of Creative Commons 
Former Nigerian president Goodluck Jonathan was scheduled 
to speak at the Peace Awards Dinner and Dance ceremony 
on campus on April 23 but cancelled citing sudden illness. 





Elections: Dorsey becomes ASI president 
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Amplify’s candidates were 
elected for all but one po- 
sition they were running 
for - director of engineer- 
ing and computer science. 

Bardo said, “It’s really 
quite rare for a majority 
like that majority of can- 
didates in one slate to win, 
so that was really unusu- 





al and that was really a 
surprise.” 

Sophomore criminal jus- 
tice major Alyssa Trejo, 
who was a supporter of 
candidates from Inspire, 
said one team winning the 
majority of the positions 
did not matter; it was the 
students’ votes. 

“They got a fair vote. 
They all deserve their po- 


Michael Zhang - The State Hornet 
Team Amplify poses for pictures after taking a landslide victory 
over Inspire during the ASI elections, Thursday, April 21. 


sition,” Trejo said. “Every- 
one did their own part.” 
Senior forensic chemistry 
major Beatrice Adebowale 
said the team’s win was a 
result of their hard work. 
“Tt’s just a shock that the 
entire team won, except 
for engineering,’ Ade- 
bowale said. “They put 
in a lot of work, trying to 
advocate and trying to 
help students understand 
what voting is all about 
and what their positions 


During the results an- 
nouncement, team Am- 
plify was cheering loud- 
ly, and at times chanting 
the names of the winners 
from their team. Some 
students were not pleased 
with team Amplify’s 
celebration. 

Kylee Homecillo, exec- 
utive vice president-elect 
who ran as part of team 
Amplify said her team 
was not disrespectful and 
the celebration was not 


out of the ordinary. 

“After the results were 
announced, Amplify’s 
team members shook 
their opponents hand and 
commended them on each 
other’s hard work,’ Ho- 
mecillo said in an email. 
“T believe that we de- 
served to celebrate after a 
long campaigning process 
and we should not be pe- 
nalized for being happy.” 

Students also voted to 
pass the six ballot mea- 
sures which will make 
changes to the current 
ASI bylaws. 

Stefanie Lucero ran un- 
contested for director of 
arts and letters and Thad- 
deus ‘Turner ran uncon- 
tested for director of un- 
declared students. Juan 
Arroyo ran uncontested 
for director for the Union 
WELL, Inc. board of 
directors. 

The newly elected board 
members will be sworn in 
on June 2. 


Students go 
to statewide 
competition 


[Morgan Cherry 
@morgan_cerise7 | 


Eleven accomplished stu- 
dents will be representing 
Sacramento State at the 
30th annual California 
State University Student 
Research Competition, to 
be held at CSU Bakers- 
field on April 29 and 30. 

Interim provost’ Ming- 
Tung “Mike” Lee said he 
is proud of the students 
who are going on to the 
statewide competition. 

“Tt is very impressive that 
the students who will be 
representing Sac State re- 
flect a breadth of diversity, 
a near 50-50 split in terms 
of graduate and under- 
graduate students and re- 
search projects that span 
the humanities and social 
sciences, as well as engi- 
neering, computer science, 
and the natural sciences,” 
Lee said. “We are confi- 
dent that they are poised 
to come back with strong 
recognition of the impact 
of their work to their dis- 
ciplines and beyond.” 

The students represent- 
ing Sacramento State in 
the competition are as 
follows: Morgan Garvey, 
psychology; Didier “D,J.” 
Mponte, electrical and 
electronic = engineering; 
Bethany Parker, chemis- 
try; Beth Parvis, biologi- 
cal sciences; Nicole Potter, 
psychology; Holly Siino, 
child development with 
Italian studies minor; 
Adrian Vidrio, electrical 
and electronic engineer- 
ing; and Benjamin White, 
computer science. 

Garvey, a graduating se- 
nior, explained the process 
of preparing her research 
paper, “How ‘Jesus Christ 
Superstar’ Boldly Inter- 
prets Judas Iscariot” for the 
upcoming competition. 

“(The paper] started out 
as a Class assignment,” 
Garvey said. “I was taking 
a world religions class, and 
we had to write a paper 
with a primary source, so 
I picked ‘Jesus Christ Su- 
perstar.’ I compared it to 
biblical sources and also 
used interviews from peo- 
ple who collaborated on 
the project to form my 
thesis about it.” 

For Garvey, the undertak- 
ing was a personal one, as 
her parents grew up with 
“Jesus Christ Superstar” 
in the 1970s, and Garvey’s 
father took her to see the 
production when she was 
14: 

“T’ve always liked ‘Jesus 
Christ Superstar,’ even 
though it’s so cheesy and 
from the 70s,” Garvey 
said. “I think it’s more in- 
telligent than a lot of peo- 
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Career: Students network for jobs 





CONTINUED, Al 


were able to network with 
hiring educational organi- 
zations, get resume advice 
and critiques and also have 
the possibility to do on-site 
interviews. 

Nora Arroyo, a sopho- 
more child development 
major, said she was trying 
to network and also follow 
up on a potential oppor- 
tunity. This was Arroyo’s 
second year attending the 


expo. 
“My hometown school 
district is here,’ Arroyo 


said. “I came back this year 
because I wanted to say hel- 
lo again to that school dis- 
trict. They sort of promised 
me a job after I graduate.” 

One of the longest lines 
consistently throughout 
the event was held by the 
Sacramento City Unified 
School District. 

Dozens of students at a 
time were lined up for 15 
to 20 minutes to give the 
school district their re- 
sumes, hoping to land an 
interview. 

Sacramento City Unified 
School District Special 
Education Supervisor Mi- 
chael Kast said he loves the 


opportunity to come to Sac 
State with his team because 
of the quality students the 
school produces. 

“We [had] a great crowd 
and great interest,” Kast 
said. “I enjoy the inter- 
actions with the  aspir- 
ing teachers. We love the 
[teaching] credential pro- 
gram Sac State has here.” 

Chou Vue, a senior edu- 
cation major, said he had 
a great experience at the 
expo, and had some luck 
potentially finding some 
post-school work. 

“T received interest from 
Deer Valley High School 
in Antioch and Live Oak 
Unified School District a 
few minutes north of Yuba 
City,” Vue said. 

Manteca Unified School 
District recently held hiring 
events outside of Sacra- 
mento and was very suc- 
cessful, ultimately hiring 
over 40 candidates. Can- 
dace Espinola, principal at 
Stella Brockman Elementa- 
ry School in Manteca, said 
because of their success 
hiring teachers already they 
were at the expo looking for 
a certain type of teacher. 

“We [were] looking for 
some pretty specific place- 
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Students network with employers and converse about possible job opportunities at the 
Educator Recruitment Expo in the University Union Ballroom, Tuesday, April 19. 


ments to fill mght now,” 
Espinola said. “Single sub- 
jects, such as math, science, 
among others.” 

Espinola mentioned that 
single-subject teachers, 
such as a math or histo- 
ry teacher, are in demand 
right now, after a five-year 
period of steep decline. Es- 
pinola expects many spots 
to open up once the sum- 
mer hits, due to retirements 
and promotions. 

The Career Center spon- 
sored the expo and Chao 
Vang, career counselor and 
experiential learning coor- 
dinator at the Career Cen- 
ter, said his first year coor- 
dinating the event was very 
successful. 

“We had an increase in 
employer attendance from 
70 last year to 118 this 
year,’ Vang said. “This 
event increases employer 
contact with the students.” 

The event was free to all 
Sac State students, but the 
educational organizations 
who attended had to pay 
a fee depending on what 
type of organization they 
were considered to be. Pric- 
es ranged from $100 for a 
non-profit organization to 
$475 for a corporation. 
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Free Speech: Demonstrators have limitations 
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still get their education.” 
While free speech is pro- 
moted and largely accept- 
ed on campus, there can 
be issues when it comes to 
the topic and manner in 
which the speech is being 
expressed. Although opin- 
ions considered offensive 
by some can be expressed, 





those opinions by individ- 
uals do not count as policy 
violation and so are al- 
lowed on campus. 

Carroll said there are 
different delegations for 
the way in which possible 
violation of free speech is 
handled. Carroll’s office 
specifically is in charge 
of enforcing the amplified 
sounds policy, which is al- 
lowed as long as it is not 
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Sacramento State student Alexander Smith listens to preacher 
Ron Underwood in the Library Quad, Thursday, April 14. 


infringing on individuals’ 
ability to learn, and oth- 
ers’ freedom of speech. 

People who come on 
campus to demonstrate or 
share their views are al- 
lowed to do so on campus 
grounds; however, they 
cannot block walkways or 
obstruct passersby if the 
person has indicated they 
are not interested, accord- 
ing to the American Civil 
Liberties Union website. 

Student have the right to 
raise concern to the Uni- 
versity Police Department 
and the Human Resourc- 
es Department, if they feel 
like their rights are being 
violated by a free speech 
exhibitor. 

Alison Morgan, investi- 
gator and deputy Title LX 
coordinator for the Of- 
fice for Equal Opportu- 
nity spoke on the process 
by which complaints are 
properly managed. 


“Upon receiving a com- 
plaint, the OEO careful- 
ly weighs all of the cir- 
cumstances in deciding 
whether further action is 
merited,’ Morgan said 
in an email. “Further ac- 
tion is warranted if a per- 
son’s right to participate 
in or enjoy the benefit of 
any Sacramento State 
program or activity in a 
discriminatory and/or 
harassment-free environ- 
ment is infringed upon, 
based on that person’s 
protected status.” 

Students are encouraged 
to express themselves if 
they are passionate about 
a topic and are also en- 
couraged to report any 
violations of their rights to 
the SOL department, po- 
lice department or the Of- 
fice for Equal Opportuni- 
ty, depending on the issue. 
Shelbi Beaulieu, a senior 
art major, expressed her 
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A Sacramento State student voices her opinion to preacher 
Ron Underwood in the Library Quad, Thursday, April 14. 


fondness of the freedom of 
speech policy and the abil- 
ity of expression on either 
side. 

“I think it’s absolute- 
ly great that people are 
able to come on [campus] 
and express themselves,” 


Beaulieu said. “What peo- 
ple believe is their pre- 
rogative. As long as it is 
not negatively impacting 
students and we have the 
opportunity to talk back, I 
don’t see any problem with 
our system right now.” 





Competition: Students reflect on success in research 
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ple give it credit for. I had 

an opportunity to write 
‘ about it, so I took it.” 

. Garvey said she did not 

come to achieve her suc- 

cess on her own. 

“The teachers I’ve had 
along the way, particular- 
ly Dr. Harvey Stark, [have 
enabled my _ success],” 
Garvey said. “He thought 
that the paper had the po- 
tential to become bigger 

. and thought it could open 
up some doors for me. He 
really helped me frame 

-my research questions 





and developed its poten- 
tial ... L really have him to 
thank for all of it, he has 
given mea lot of great 
guidance.” 

Garvey also provided 
pointers for fellow Sac 
State students who may be 
interested in participating 
in future CSU research 
competitions. 

“Find a project you’re 
passionate about, so you 
can do great research,” 
Garvey said. “The au- 
dience can tell, and the 
judges can tell if you have 
personal ties to a project.” 

Adrian Vidrio gave a pre- 
view of what he and his 


partner, Mponte, will do 
at the competition. 

“The senior design team 
that I am a part of has cre- 
ated an Exo-Skeletal Arm 
Brace, a robotic arm that a 
user can wear and control 
using brain and muscle 
sensors,” Vidrio said. “It 
was created to help people 
that are affected by some 
sort of motor control loss 
[like] cerebral palsy. What 
DJ. [Mponte] and I will 
be focusing on includes 
preliminary research of 
the problem statement, al- 
ternative solutions, as well 
as implementation and 
some testing performed.” 


Vidrio reflected on his 
success and imparted 
some wisdom to his peers. 
“I have always had a 
great support system, and 
I think that is necessary 
to have if you want to be 
an engineer,” Vidrio said. 
“T also dedicate a lot of 
time to my major, and 
if you want to be a good 
engineer, it kind of has 
to be a part of your life, 
not just something you 
study or something you 
do for work. Luckily, I en- 
joy doing things like this 
— | like creating, and I’ve 
always had some _inter- 
esting ideas in my head. 


With engineering, I can 
actually make those things 
happen.” 

The research and work 
that went into the projects 
was also highlighted by 
Lee. 

“The excellence of their 
research and _ creative 
work, the diversity of the 
group, the enthusiasm and 
dedication embodied in 
their work, their Sac State 
pride, and the personal 
sense of accomplishment 
each of them sees in rep- 
resenting Sac State are 
emblematic of Sac State’s 
profile in the region and 
beyond,” Lee said. 
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Morgan Garvey is 

a psychology major 
representing Sac State at 
the research competition. 
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faced impeachment had 
he not signed the legisla- 
tion into law. 

“Africa should be given 
its due time to evolve, just 
like every other culture, 
society and individual,” 
Ernest Uwazie, director of 
CAPCR and criminal jus- 
tice professor at Sac State, 
said. “It is very unfair to 
hold Africa to a different 
standard from other coun- 
tries and cultures.” 

In an email sent out to 
students on ‘Tuesday, April 
19, Sac State President 
Robert Nelsen addressed 
Jonathan’s"* visit to the 
campus. 

“Personally, I find the leg- 
islation that was passed in 
Nigeria to be more than 
abhorrent — it is a traves- 
ty against humankind that 
must be rectified,” Nelsen 
said in the email. “Dr. Jon- 
athan’s presence ... should 
in no way indicate that we 


SOLANO 


COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


. condone what is hap- 
pening in Nigeria because 
of the passage of these 
laws.” 

After his speech, Omokri 
agreed to answer a 
few questions from the 
audience. 

Clement Aroh, a grad- 
uate student at Sac State, 
said the campus commu- 
nity should understand 
that the conference wel- 
comes people from all dif- 
ferent walks of life. 

“No one is excluded, re- 
gardless of what you be- 
lieve in terms of religion, 
your sexual orientation, 
your understanding of hu- 
manity, and the affirma- 
tion of your understand- 
ing of faith,” Aroh said. 

Organized by CAPCR, 
Sac State’s African Stu- 
dent Association and Ni- 
gerian Student Associa- 
tion, The Peace Awards 
Dinner and Dance cer- 
emony closed out the 
four-day Africa/Diaspora 
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Awards close conference 


ee 


Michael Zhang - The State Hornet 
Ghanaian-born artist Maame Afon belts out her song “Rise” during the 25th annual Peace 
Awards Dinner and Dance in the University Union, Saturday, April 23. 


Conference at Sac State 
that began on Wednesday, 
April 20. 

The theme of the confer- 
ence was “25 Years Later: 
Lessons, Best Practices 
and Opportunities.” 

“This is one of those out- 
of-class experiences for 
our students that I’m sure 
most of them will remem- 
ber,” said Uwazie.“This 
conference should allow 
people to meet people 
from all over the world 
and definitely see Africa in 
a different light. Most dif- 
ferent from wars, diseases 
and problems.” 

During the ceremony, six 
individuals and one orga- 
nization were awarded for 
their distinctive contribu- 
tions to promote a peace- 
ful society. Entertainment 
was also provided by the 
West African Highlife 
Band, singer Maame Afon 
and a dance performance 
from Sac State’s African 
Student Association. 


Enroll in General Education 
classes + course prerequisites 
at Solano Community College. 


Open registration begins April 28. 
Visit www.solano.edu. 
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Ninety percent of student-athletes who 


are struggling with a 


concern do not seek help. 


Christopher Bullock | 


i : 


@CWayneBull 


This statistic from the 
website Balance Position, 
www.balanceposition.com, 
states a problem that has 
been a recurring one for 
decades. 

It’s well known that col- 
lege students deal with a 
lot on their plate, from ac- 
ademic expectations to so- 
cietal expectations to per- 
sonal problems. However, 
the student-athlete has an 
even greater burden. Stu- 
dent-athletes not only car- 
ry their personal problems 
on their shoulders, they 
also carry the added ex- 
pectations of representing 
their university on a na- 
tional scale. 


THE STIGMA 


Dr. Gloria  Petruzzelli 
Psy. D, a licensed clinical 
psychologist and sports 
psychologist at Sacramen- 
to State, recognizes that 
many people believe ath- 
letes are immune to men- 
tal issues, when in fact, it is 
quite the opposite. 

“T think there is a miscon- 
ception that because they 
are athletes performing at 
high levels that they are 
not going to get depres- 
sion or any other mental 
illness. When in actuality, 
mental illness can impact 
anyone, no matter what 
your job or title is,” Petruz- 
zelli said. “There are many 
high-functioning —_ people 
in many different profes- 
sions that get depression, 
including athletes. Your 
job title or profession does 
not make you immune to 
the risk factors of getting a 
mental illness.” 

While some athletes do 
manage to function nor- 
mally, it is more the excep- 
tion than the norm. Mark 
McGushin, who works in 
the Student Athlete Re- 
source Center as its life 
skills director, spoke about 
the many facets of their life 
that can impact them. 

“Obviously, your time de- 
mands are extreme, there’s 
pressure to perform. Many 
of the student-athletes may 
have been the top athlete 


at their school, and now 
they’re just part of a bigger 
group, and they're not up 
at the top necessarily,” Mc- 
Gushin said. “They have 
to make adjustments to 
that. Then they have time 
demands, class demands 
and traveling which re- 
quires them to miss classes 

[and] adds to the stress that 
they have.” 

This sentiment —_-was 
echoed by Lois Mattice, 
associate athletic direc- 
tor and senior women’s 
advisor. 

“Part of the reason they 
don’t seek help is the time 
issue, but the main reason 
is the stigma attached to 
it,’ Mattice said. “They’ve 
been raised to be lead- 
ers, and they were prob- 
ably leaders on their high 
school team. We’re dealing 
now with NCAA Division 
I athletes that were the best 
at their school, so you get 
ingrained in them that, ‘I 
can’t let anybody know I 
have weaknesses.” 


THE STRUGGLE IS REAL 


Sydonia Daniels, a senior 
on the women’s basketball 
team, can relate to the 
struggles of having to bal- 
ance school, athletics and 
dealing with the emotional 
baggage that comes from 
outside influences. 

Daniels, who transferred 
to Sac State from State 
Fair Community College 
in Sedalia, Montana, orig- 
inally came from Irving- 
ton, New Jersey, where she 
dealt with issues that some 
students couldn’t imagine 
having to handle. 

“I grew up in northern 
New Jersey, which was 
considered inner-city, so 
the environment was to- 
tally different [compared 
to Sacramento],’ Daniels 
said. “The way the envi- 
ronment was shaped out 
there, it’s a culture shock; 
it’s basically set up for you 
to fail.” 

The neighborhood that 
Daniels grew up in was 
riddled with drugs and vi- 
olence, which made it dif- 
ficult to focus on school at 
times. Luckily, Daniels had 
support from outside influ- 
ences, which helped her to 


where she is now. 

“For me, it was a coach 
on my high school basket- 
ball team that taught me, 
‘What these people are do- 
ing that are older than you, 
it’s the wrong thing to do,” 
Daniels said. 

However, that doesn’t 
mean that her road is eas- 
ier. Daniels admitted that 
balancing a double life as 
a student-athlete can be 
harder than it looks. 

“When you are put in 
an athletic environment, 
you actually switch to a 
workforce aspect, where 
it’s not like a regular 9-to- 
5 sit down at a computer 
job,” Daniels saids You're 
doing various things, and 
sometimes it goes past five. 
You have meetings, you 
have film, you have prac- 
tices and team functions.” 

When it comes to dealing 
with the stress, it isn’t al- 
ways easy, and the stigma 
attached to staying strong 
can. be a burden to not 
Just athletes but for staff as 
well. Jeffrey Law, a former 
strength and conditioning 
coach with the Sac State 
athletic department, killed 
himself last August over 
external life issues. Law 
was 25. 

Daniels believes that the 
stigma is problematic and 
is something that needs to 
be addressed. 

“All coaches always teach 
mental toughness, and 
you realize as you go on 
that toughness and effort 
will always win. But at 
the end of the day, we’re 
all human,” Daniels said. 
“Something will happen to 
us, whether it be extreme 
or mild, somebody will al- 
ways go through adversity. 
And sometimes, as an ath- 
lete, you don’t always know 
how to cope with it or tell 
someone you're hurting, 
because you don’t want to 
come off as weak.” 


HOW TO ADDRESS IT 


According to the 2013 
National College Heath 
Assessment data (Sac State 
had a subsample of 211 
varsity athletes), Sac State 
student-athletes actually 
showed much lower rates 
of mental health concerns 


ere Wa ea 


(including feeling hopeless, 
overwhelmed, exhausted, 
lonely, depressed, anxious, 
etc.) than the overall stu- 
dent population, a num- 
ber that Petruzzelli sees as 
encouraging. 

“It was only until recent- 
ly where elite and profes- 
sional athletes are openly 
discussing that they strug- 
gled with mental health 
issues while performing 
in sport,” Petruzzelli said. 
“However, it is my hope 
that every single — stu- 
dent-athlete on campus 
know that there is help for 
them, it’s okay to get help 
and know where they can 
help. Student Health and 
Counseling Services has 
many providers that are 
ready to help them get 
what they need and back 
on track should they find 
themselves struggling.” 

When Law died, Mattice 
worked with coaches and 
students to cope with the 
loss. Now, she sees the trag- 
edy as a chance to learn 
and give student-athletes 
some insight as to why it is 
okay to seek help. 

“Hopefully [Law’s] pass- 
ing wasn’t in vain, that stu- 
dents will recognize he was 
in crisis and didn’t reach 
out,” Mattice said. “It will 
teach them a lesson to 


‘reach out and get the help 


they need before they reach 
that point in their life.” 

Daniels, who has experi- 
ence dealing with tragedy, 
said that if she could give 
any advice, she would rec- 


The Sacramento State 
women’s golf team 
finished off its 2016 
season, exceeding 
\expectations. 


\ Story on B2 
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Senior Sydonia Daniels of the women’s basketball team 
poses for portraits after sharing her opinion on depression. 


ommend that people seek 
help as soon as they recog- 
nize there’s an issue. 
“Although it may seem 
like you may come off as 
weak, or any adjective you 
want to use, I still encour- 
age people to talk with 
somebody they _ trust,” 
Daniels said. “That’s what 


people need, is someone to 
listen, not judge them, not 
worry about what they’re 
going to say or how they'll 
treat them. Because at the 
end of the day, you'll nev- 
er know what someone is 
going through, and you'll 
never know how you'll im- 
pact someone’s life.” 
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Golf team finishes record year 
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Junior Chloe Bartek and a teammate read the green before making a putt during the Big Sky Championship in Boulder City, Nevada, April 18-20. 


[Julian Perez 
@JulianPerez927 | 


The Sacramento State 
women’s golf team 
wrapped up its 2015-16 
season on April 20 with 
a second place finish at 
the Big Sky Conference 
Championship in Boulder 
City, Nevada. 

The conference cham- 
pionship was the finale to 
one of the best seasons in 
Sac State women’s golf 
history, including the three 
best scoring rounds in Hor- 
net history at three differ- 
ent events. 

The Hornets initially tied 
the school record for best 
team round back on Sept. 
21, 2015 with a score of 
290, before breaking it on 
March 8, 2016 with a score 
of 286 and finally breaking 
their own record again with 
a score of five-under, 283, 
in the final round of the 
conference championship. 

Sophomore Astha Madan, 
who currently holds the 
best career scoring average 
in Sac State women’s golf 
history, 75.98, is very proud 
of what the team has ac- 
complished this season. 

“T think we exceeded our 
own expectations,” Madan 
said. “Our season was ex- 
tremely consistent. All the 
hours that we put in, you 
really saw results. I would 
say we had some amazing 
achievements this season.” 


Each of the individual 
golfers on the team also 
had their own highlights 
throughout the season. 

Freshman Julia Becker 
started her collegiate career 
off with opening rounds of 
73 and book-ended her 
season with a school re- 
cord-tying round of 68 
in the final round of the 
season. 

Senior Natalie Bodnar 
finished off her collegiate 
career with a solid season, 
including two of her three 
best rounds in her career, 
75 on Oct. 21, 2015 and 
76 on Sept. 26, 2015. 

Sophomore Katie Dun- 
away was the team’s best 
and most consistent player 
in the fall, with a scoring 
average of 75.83, and she 
tied her career-best with 
a score of 71 in the final 
round of the conference 
championship. 

Senior Rockelle Sande 
finished her Sac State ca- 
reer as the one of the more 
accomplished players in 
Hornet women’s golf, with 
a career scoring average of 
77.33, placing her fourth, 
thanks to a top-five finish 
at the Sacramento State 
Invitational in March 
and a career-best 54-hole 
score of 218 in the Big Sky 
Championship. 

Junior Chloe Bartek had 
the best year of her career 
with a scoring average of 
76.43, finishing the season 


with back-to-back rounds 
of 72, just a shot off her ca- 
reer-best, in the conference 
championship to establish 
a new personal best three- 
round score of 217 to tie 
for fifth in the event. 

Bartek will be the only se- 
nior on the team next year, 
and her teammates, along 
with coach David Suther- 
land, believe she is ready 
to take over as the leader 
of the squad, with seniors 
Sande and Bodnar leaving. 

“Chloe [Bartek] will be 
great at [leading]” Suther- 
land said. “She has one of 
the best GPA’s in the entire 
department and has been 
a tremendous golfer for us 
the last three years. [Lead- 
ership] is not even a little 
bit of a concern for us for 
a long time. We have great 
kids in our program, and 
all of them understand 
how we operate and what 
the program’s like here, 
and we'll be just fine. We'll 
be right back at it.” 

Madan also weighed in on 
her teammate. 

“We all have a ton of faith 
in [Bartek],” Madan said. 
“She has leadership capa- 
bilities, and we're really 
looking forward to what's 
in store for next season. 
Our team dynamics are 
going to change a bit, but 
we're only going to [get 
better].” 

Madan’s confidence 
heading into next season 
is well placed, as the Hor- 





Katie Dunaway tees off to start a hole at the Big Sky 
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Championship in Boulder City, Nevada, April 18-20. 


nets are bringing back four 
golfers, all of whom are in 
the top six in school history 
in career scoring average. 
Madan ranks first, Becker 
ranks third, Dunaway is 


fifth, and Bartek is sixth. 
With this season finished, 

the team is looking forward 

to getting another crack 
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All the lights shine on baseba 


[Jerod Moreno 
@jerodmoreno | 


All the way back to when 
Sacramento State first 
started fielding a baseball 
team in 1947, the Hornets 
have relied on Mother Na- 
ture to supply the light the 
team needs to play ball. 

After two long years of 
awaiting various processes 
and regulations, the con- 
struction of lights at the 
Hornet baseball field has 
finally begun. There is no 
timetable for exactly when 
the lights will be ready to 
use, but the team is hope- 
ful they will be completed 
in time for use during the 
final home stretch of the 
2016 season. 

The budget for the con- 
struction of overhead lights 
at John Smith Field, home 
of the Sac State Hornet 
baseball team, was cleared 


by former Sac State Presi- 
dent Alexander Gonzalez 
two years ago, after the 
team won the Western Ath- 
letic Conference in 2014. 

Putting up lights at the 
field will create many more 
opportunities for the team 
other than just lighting up 
the field at night. 

Night games at college sta- 
diums are known to draw 
bigger crowds for a couple 
of reasons. More students 
tend to have morning and 
afternoon classes, which 
doesn’t give them time to 
attend weekday games that 
start between 11 a.m. and 
2 p.m. Many parents are 
also not be able to attend 
day games, because many 
of them work the stan- 
dard 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. work 
schedule. 

The addition of the lights 
will give the coaches the 
opportunity to push games 
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A construction worker pulls the protective covering off of one of the new stadium lights in 
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preparation for the lights to be installed at John Smith Field, Thursday, April 21. 





Softball 
coaches 
put in work 


[Connor Ashford 
@cOmmandoc | 


Behind the Sacramento 
State athletes on the field 
are coaches who commit 
a huge portion of their 
time in dedication to their 
players. 

For the softball staff, to- 
gether for their third year, 
they are seeing their work 
show up in their players’ 
performance, as the softball 
team is in first place in the 
Big Sky Conference head- 
ing into the final leg of the 
season. 

Head coach Lori Perez, 
who brought in coach 
Nicole Willis and coach 
Danielle Kaminaka from 
outside the area, has sur- 
rounded her athletes with 
former players who have 
established not only a good 
connection with the squad 
but have also brought in 
a new perspective on the 
game and how to play. 

“T wanted somebody who 
could come in and call 
pitches, like coach Willis 
does, and I wanted some- 
body to work exclusively 
with our hitters, which is 
what Danielle [Kamina- 
ka] does, so they both fit 
that mold perfectly,” Perez 
said. “I also wanted people 
that really had no affiliation 
with Sac State. I wanted to 
bring in some fresh blood, 
some people that would 
have new ideas, that would 
challenge me, challenge us 
to think a bit differently, 
and that’s what they both 
have done.” 

The season got off to a 
rocky 2-8 start for the Hor- 
nets, but they’re firing on 
all cylinders now. Having 
early adversity like that 
was a growing experience 
not only for the players but 
for the coaches too, and as 
coach Willis explains, the 
coaches are comfortable 
letting players falter. It’s the 
only way players can grow 
mentally resilient, maybe 
the biggest skill a softball 
player can learn. 

“As far as I like to talk to 
the players, it’s okay to be 
down on yourself about 
something, but this game 
is about how quickly you 
can let it go and shake it 
and move on. I coach from 
the theory of live pitch to 
pitch, one pitch at a time,” 
Willis said, “and I think the 
quicker you can adapt to 
that mentality as a ballplay- 
er, the better off it is.” 
Willis, who works primar- 
ily with the pitching bat- 
tery, has helped guide the 
pitchers to being one of the 
top-flight staffs in the con- 
ference. A former catcher 
herself, she calls the games 
for the battery from the 
dugout, relaying pitch se- 
lection through the catcher 
to the pitcher. 

“Being a catcher is prob- 
ably one of the most un- 
der-recognized things, be- 
cause what people don’t 
know is that you’re dealing 
with that person on the 
circle, the pitcher,” Willis 
said. “It’s almost like being 
a catcher is so much more 
than X’s and O’s to the 
game; it’s like being a ther- 
apist to your pitcher.” 
Kaminaka, meanwhile, 
works with an offense that 
has come on strong as of 
late, scoring an average of 
six runs per game during 
its recent seven-game win 
streak. For designated play- 
er Sasha Margulies, who 
met the assistants during 
her sophomore year, and 
the rest of the players, these 
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Baseball: Lights on field could serve school, community 





oS yh) 


Michael Zhang - The State Hornet 


Construction workers prepare to install the new lights at John Smith Field, Thursday, April 21. The Hornet baseball team has been using Raley Field for night games this season. 
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New lights lay at John Smith Field before installation, Thursday, April 21. The lights will allow 
coaches to hold practice later in the day, allowing students more flexible schedules. 
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back to the evening, which 
gives more parents enough 
time to attend the game af- 
ter work and gives students 
the chance to stop by after 
class. 

“With the lights, more 
people within the commu- 
nity will now have a better 
opportunity to get out and 
watch us play. I think that’s 
good for baseball and good 
for recruiting as well,” Sac 
State head coach Reggie 
Christiansen said. 

Very few high schools 
in the nation have lights 
at their home field. One 
big selling point for fu- 
ture recruits of Sac State 
is the ability to envision 
themselves playing a big 
game under the lights for 
a winning team, which Sac 
State will soon be able to 
promote. 

The lights will allow 
coaches to hold practices 
later in the day, which gives 
student-athletes more free- 
dom as to when they can 
take their classes. As of 
now, players have to take 
all of their classes before 
noon, in order to have a 
free schedule during the 
middle of the day for prac- 
tices as well as games. 

Having lights at John 
Smith Field will also po- 
tentially enable Sacramen- 
to State to host an NCAA 
regional game. If Sac State 
reached that point with- 
in their season without 
lights, they wouldn’t be 
able have a home game at 





Softball: Coaches’ efforts 


Nichole Willis 
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coaches mesh __ perfectly 
with the personality of this 
team. 

“We initially thought, 
‘Wow, these girls are crazy 
great players, we’re pretty 
lucky to have coaches like 
them, and we’ve never 
been wrong about that,” 
Margulies said. “They’re 


Jim Wetzel 


just super knowledgeable 


about the game, and we 
were kind of intimidated 
at first, because we thought 
they were so good, but 
they ended up being not 
only great people to talk 
to about softball but really 
great people in general to 
work with. They’re awe- 
some coaches.” 

All the coaches have their 








Danielle Kaminaka 


hands in everything around 
the team, but some players 
see a particular coach more 
than the others. For Mar- 
gulies, having a coach like 
Kaminaka, who dedicates 
herself to refining her play- 
er’s hitting, is invaluable to 
her career as a Hornet. 
“Coach K, she is unbeliev- 
ably knowledgeable about 
hitting. She was a great 


John Smith Field because 
field lights are one of the 
requirements set by the 
NCAA. 

According to Christian- 
sen, over the past eight 
years or so, the Hornets’ 
record is below .500, and 
he thinks not having lights 
in the past to practice and 
play home games is cer- 
tainly a disadvantage they 
face. The ability to be able 
to practice under the lights 
and gain some experience 
under these lights will lev- 
el the playing field for the 
Hornets in the years to 
come. 

Sac State is also one of 
the last teams within the 
Division I Western Athlet- 
ic Conference to receive 
lights for their field. Even 
Sac State’s local junior col- 
lege, Sacramento City Col- 
lege, has lights. 

Although the budget was 
approved at the end of the 
2014 season, there was still 
a lot that needed to be done 
before actually raising the 
poles and shedding light on 
the field. 

Initially, the lights on the 
field were supposed to be 
up and running before. the 
2016 baseball season had 
started, but the project was 
ultimately slowed down by 
a few hurdles. 

The almost two-year long 
process first had to start 
with the budget being ap- 
pointed and approved by 
the school. Contractors bid 
on the job, which then had 
to be approved by the CSU 
Board of Regents. The 


prove invaluable 


softball player. ... Not only 
her advice about hitting but 
the way she breaks it down 
to you is really easy to un- 
derstand,” Margulies said. 
“She’s very good at making 
things easier to break down 
than most people, and she’s 
really good about analyz- 
ing your swing to the T.” 
The Hornets have also 
been fortunate to have 
what is essentially anoth- 
er coach. Volunteer Jim 
Wetzel, a former baseball 
player, works with Kam- 
inaka on hitters. He has 
taken charge of base run- 
ning and provides another 
voice of experience for the 
clubhouse. Whereas other 
volunteers show up for a 
couple days, Wetzel is there 
every practice and game, 
and is considered another 
coach by the entire squad. 


“He’s invaluable to us, 
and I think Danielle [Kam- 
inaka] and Nicole [Willis] 
would say the same thing,” 
Perez said. “He just fits in 
with all our personalities.” 

Wetzel was named _first- 
base coach this year, evi- 
dence of his importance. 
Margulies echoed Perez’s 
statement, expanding on 
Wetzel’s role on the team 
and his passion for the 
sport. 

“Jim [Wetzel] is super 
positive. That’s what I love 
about him. He’s really in- 
tense, loves the game more 
than anyone I’ve met in my 
entire life. He does it in a 
really positive way,” Mar- 
gulies said. 

Behind the players win- 
ning these games for Sac 
State are the coaches who 
are trying to mold their 


budget also had to be ap- 
proved by the chancellor’s 
office before construction 
could finally start. 

“We got a lot of rain in 
the winter time that slowed 
it down a little bit, but the 
company we have now has 
been really good about it,” 
Assistant Athletic Director 
and Media Relations Di- 
rector Brian Berger said. 
“They're actually going to 
finish about a week ahead 
of what they originally 
thought they were going to 
finish.” 

Even after the light poles 
are all finished, the school 
still has to go through a few 
more procedures. 

“The lights have to be 
approved by electrical, by 
the fire marshal--there are 
several things that need to 
be done before they can 
be used in a public event,” 
Berger said. “There is no 
firm date that we can say 
right now. The goal is to 
have them up and func- 
tioning by the end of the 
year.” 

The Sac State baseball 
team has its last eight home 
games of the season on 
a to-be-announced basis, 
in hopes of playing a few 
night games at John Smith 
Field during the last home 
stretch of the 2016 season. 

“T think this is a huge step 
in the right direction for our 
program, and it will help a 
lot,” junior catcher Gun- 
ner Pollman said. “There is 
just something about play- 
ing under the lights that is 
electrifying.” 


to team 


athletes, molding them to 
be not only the best play- 
ers they can be but also 
the people they should be. 
With as many competitive 
personalities as there are 
on the staff, it’s remarkable 
how light they keep it in the 
clubhouse and all the more 
impressive that they’ve kept 
their focus on winning the 
day. 

“They're in a good place 
right now; I think that 
they’re finally starting to 
understand there isn’t an- 
other team on the other 
side, this is about us,” Willis 
said. “I’ve seen good stuff 
going on in the dugout, as 
far as energy and just fun- 
ny stuff, enjoying the game. 
That’s so important. If you 
don’t enjoy this game, then 
how are you going to let go 
when you're 0-for-20?” 
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Jason Ashcraft - Big Sky Conference 


Chloe Bartek practices her swing during the Big Sky Championship in Boulder City, Nevada, 
April 18-20. Women’s golf finished in second place during the championship tournament. 
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at winning the Big Sky 
next year, after three con- 
secutive second place fin- 
ishes and is confident that 
it can continue its strong 
performance. 

Dunaway, who was the 
second best golfer on the 
team in the final round of 


the conference champion- 
ship, said the approach for 
next season will be no dif- 
ferent than this one. 

“We'll just go into it [like 
we always do],” Dunaway 
said. “I think we’re pretty 
confident. We had a pretty 
good season, so we know 
that we can win [the con- 
ference title].” 


Madan said the close loss 
that the team suffered in 
the conference champion- 
ship will actually help the 
team going into next year. 

“I believe that there are 
no limits to [how good we 
could be],” Madan said. 
“Not just going into con- 
ference but going into ev- 
ery tournament next year.” 
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Najee Tobin - The State Hornet 


Kirtland Stout plays the piano for the March of Dimes Foundation in the Union Lobby, Wednesday, April 20. Over $700 has been raised each year by the fundraiser. 


Pianists raise money to support prevention of premature births 


[Anna Agundez 
@TheStateHornet | 


For the last three years, 
Kirtland Stout, associate 
vice president of Risk Man- 
agement Services, has been 
playing piano in the Univer- 
sity Union as a fundraiser for 
March of Dimes, an organi- 
zation dedicated to helping 
research and prevent prema- 
ture births. 

Having had two premature 
granddaughters, Stout had 
the idea to play piano and set 
up a donations basket, not to 
solicit money from students 
but merely draw people’s at- 
tention to the posters he pro- 
vided. Stout said the March 
of Dimes office that receives 
his daily donations told him 
his. was the most unusual 
fundraiser they had heard of. 

“(Piano music) brings a dif- 
ferent spirit to the place,” 
Stout said. 

Stout has been playing pi- 
ano since he was nine years 
old and volunteered for three 


years as a piano player for 
the senior living center, The 
Commons at Elk Grove. 

“I am very touched that 
students, faculty and _ staff 
respond as well as they do, 
especially students,” Stout 
said. 

Stout said he remembered 
being a college student with 
no extra cash but seeing the 
contributions of generous 
students every day surprised 
him. 

“Whenever I see a situa- 
tion like this ... I ask myself, 
‘What if that were me?” 
said James Jasso, a freshman 
studying mechanical engi- 
neering and one of the many 
who donated. 

This year, Stout invited stu- 
dents to play for the fund- 
raiser as well. 

Daniel Ponce, a sopho- 
more studying music theory 
and composition, was one 
of the three students who 
participated. 

“T love playing the piano ... 
I don’t play in front of peo- 
ple very often,” Ponce said. 
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Even though. he wasn’t 
very familiar with March of 
Dimes, he liked the experi- 
ence of playing music as a 
way to raise funds. 

Jackson Stafford, a fresh- 
man studying jazz studies, 
played for the fundraiser as 
well. Performing weekly at 
Ettore’s European Bakery 
and Restaurant in Fair oaks 
and any other events he can 
get hired for, Stafford said he 
loved playing on campus. 

“T like being able to play 
out here. I’m tired of being 
pent up in a practice room,” 
Stafford said. 

Stafford said he especially 
liked the experience of per- 
forming for the fundraiser 
because it drew the atten- 
tion of a little girl and her 
mother. Stafford said he 
liked being able to show off 
for the little girl and inspire 
her when she asked that he 
play “Chopsticks” for her. 

The third student to play 
for the fundraiser was An- 
gelina Lims, a graduate stu- 
dent studying music in piano 


performance. 

“T was moved by Kirk’s sto- 
ry, ... so I signed up to play 
the piano at the Union. It is a 
great way to share music for 
a good cause,” Lims said. 

Over $700 has been raised 


in each year’s fundraiser so 
far and thanks to the contri- 
butions of students, faculty 
and staff, the same amount 
will be raised by this year’s 
fundraiser on Friday, April 
29. 
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Vu Chau - The State Hornet 


Jackson Stafford plays “Chopsticks” on the piano for the March of 
Dimes Foundation in the University Union, Wednesday, April 20. 





| Jessica Hice 
@jesserpea | 


Greg Kantor robbed a 
dollar store in New Jersey 
called “Hoy’s 5 &10” when 
he was 14 years old. Later in 
life, Kantor found his mug- 
shot in his parents’ attic and 
decided his DJ stage name 
would be “5 & A Dime.” 

Kantor, 25, has been pas- 
sionate about electronic 
music, DJing and music 
mash-ups since he was 14. 
Professionally, he has been 
playing since he was 18. 

Kantor will be bringing a 
large amount of energy to 
Sacramento State during his 
electric dance music concert 
on April 28. 

The EDM concert is 
presented by UNIQUE 
Programs on campus, a 
volunteer-based student- 
run organization housed 
in the University Union. 
UNIQUE’s mission is to 
“provide outstanding enter- 
tainment and educational 
opportunities” to Sac State 
students, UNIQUE’s web- 
site reads. 


UNIQUE was responsible 





for bringing world-famous 
singer, songwriter Tinashe 
in 2015 and hosting a “Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens” 
screening on April 21. 

Leticia Garcia, UNIQUE 
volunteer and junior com- 
munication studies major, is 
excited about 5 & A Dime. 

“There are not that many 
on campus,” Garcia said, 
commenting on the fact that 
this type of concert is new 
for Sacramento State. 

Garcia loves the electronic 
music scene, having been to 
venues like Coachella, the 
Electric Daisy Carnival and 
Nocturnal Wonderland. 

“I heard one of [5 & A 
Dime’s] tracks during New 
Years,” Garcia added. 

Garcia heard DJ Snake’s 
remix of 5 & A Dime’s 
“Pipes.” DJ Snake is the 

rammy-nominated __pro- 
ducer who collaborated with 
Lil Jon on “Turn Down for 
What.” 

“Tt will be fun for me. I can 
get my friends to come that 
don’t go to this campus,” 
Garcia said. 

EDM serves as an um- 
brella term for techno, 
dubstep and trance music. 


Kantor said he gets inspira- 
tion from DJs like Skrillex, 
Deadmau5 and Tiesto. 
EDM originated in the 
United Kingdom and Ger- 
many dance scene during 
the ‘80s and ‘90s, gaining 
popularity in the U.S. when 
it was marketed as “elec- 
tronica,” the John Mar- 
tin Cass Academy website 
reads. 

English electronic DJ Fat- 
boy Slim became associ- 


ated with the “American 
electronica.” 
Since then, the genre 


gained popularity in main- 
stream media at a time re- 
cord labels didn’t think it 
would catch on, National 

Public Radio reported in 
2011. 

In 2011, Fatboy Slim’s elec- 
tronic song, “The Rockaf- 
eller Skank,” played on the 
television shows “Friends” 
and “The Office,’ NPR 
said. 

Kantor has a plan to bring 
a lot of fun and electricity 
to campus. Kantor says he 
has played over 100 col- 
lege campuses in the United 
States. 

“['m going to be dancing 








‘’m going to be |. 
dancing enough 
to make everyone 


want to.’ 


Photo courtesy of 5 & A Dime’s Facebook 


EDM DJ raves his way to campus 
for student entertainment 
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Greg Kantor, aka 5 & A Dime, performs on stage in front of a 
packed audience. Kantor will perform at Sac State on April 28. 


enough to make everyone 
want to,” Kantor said. 

Kantor grew up and cur- 
rently lives in the outskirts 
of Philadelphia. You can 
listen to 5 & A Dime on the 
free music listening website, 
SoundCloud. “Mental,” an 
original mix, is available 


now. 

Local DJ Shaun Slaughter 
will be opening up the free 
show on Thursday, April 
27 in the University Union 
Ballroom from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. The concert is 
open and free to the general 
public. 
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(Top Left) The Scott Monument in Edinburgh, Scotland is the largest monument to a writer in the 
world, celebrating the works of Sir Walter Scott. (Top Right) Shakespeare’s Globe Theater, where 
many of his greatest works were performed. 


Student shares perspective of studying English in England 


[Faith Aeriel 
Freelancer 
The first thing people say 


when you tell them you're 
considering studying abroad 


is usually along the lines of 


“There are so many differ- 
ent countries! Where do you 
think you'll go?” 

For most students, this is an 
agonizing decision limited 
by their area of study and 
the languages they speak 
fluently. Will it be Spain? 
France? Maybe Brazil, Ja- 
pan or Sweden? The Sac- 
ramento State study abroad 
program makes all those 
countries, and more, avail- 
able to students, but for me 
there was never really a 
question. ’m majoring in 
English; where else would I 
go but England? 

The UK was an absolute 


treasure trove, brimming 
with nerdy nuggets of liter- 
ary history just waiting to be 
discovered. My university, 
Oxford Brookes, was at the 
center of it all. 

Historical sites, like the 
Bodleian Library, the his- 
tory of which dates back to 
the 1320s, were all around. 
The library was first opened 
to scholars in 1602 and 
was home to over 220,000 
books by 1850. It was more 
recently cast for the role of 
“Hogwarts Library” in the 
“Harry Potter” movies. 
While I can see how some 
areas of study may have 
been left in the cold, the 
classroom environment I en- 
countered was perfectly suit- 
ed to the study of literature. 
All my classes relied heav- 
ily on seminars and student 
discussion of texts. This 
meant that I spent far less 
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time pretending to take 
notes while a professor told 
me how I should feel about 
a piece and far more time 
developing my own ideas 
about the material. It was 
a more interactive system, 
and there was a huge em- 
phasis on student-generated 
insights. 

Shakespeare in particular 
came to life during class. 
Of course, that same discus- 
sion-oriented class structure 
contributed to this, but be- 
yond that, the proximity to 
the history of what we were 
discussing made it all the 
more interesting. 

Even beyond the class- 
room, that history contin- 
ued to spark my interest, 
and I found myself drawn to 
it whenever I wasn’t eyeball 
deep in a close reading of 
“The Merchant of Venice” 
or analyzing the themat- 


ic developments in James 


Joyce’s “The Dead.” 


London was an inexhaust- 
ible source of literary at- 
tractions from “Alice in 
Wonderland” inspired _res- 
taurants like The Fable, to 
the British Library and an 
off-the-beaten-path back al- 
ley lined on both sides with 
antiquarian bookstores. 

I saw two plays at Shake- 
speare’s Globe ‘Theater— 
once from the comfort of 
the seats and once under 
a rather threatening cloud 
cover, standing in the yard 
with the other poor college 
students. 

Both experiences were 
fantastic, and both took me 
back in time, away from 
phones, cameras and planes 
overhead. I’ve seen Shake- 
speare’s plays performed be- 
fore, but being at the Globe 
made all the difference. 


While Edinburgh, Scot- 
land isn’t somewhere that 
immediately comes to mind 
when thinking about litera- 
ture, it also has an incredibly 
rich literary history. I spent 
an afternoon at the Writer’s 
Museum, a converted three- 
story house tucked behind a 
small cobbled courtyard off 
the Royal Mile. 

I also visited the Scott 
Monument, which is the 
largest monument to a writ- 
er in the world and com- 
memorates the Scottish nov- 
elist, poet and historian, Sir 
Walter Scott. 

I learned a lot about litera- 
ture while I was studying in 
England, but what I really 
took away from the experi- 
ence was the knowledge that 
no matter how good you are 
at wielding a pen, sometimes 
you just can’t capture the 
moment with words alone. 








Not everything that 






wanders is lost 


Michael Zhang - The State Hornet 


Aflier is hung by Sacramento State police on bulletin boards around campus. 


[Marvin Davis 
@m_davis92 | 


Throughout parking — structure 
1, as well as in its elevators, there 
have been fliers posted on the walls 
informing passersby of a lost ring 
and where to return it if found. 

This is just one example of cases 
that the Lost and Found Office re- 
ceives on a daily basis. 

Located at the police service cen- 
ter in the University Union, the 
Lost and Found Office provides 
a way for students to locate items 
they may have lost on the cam- 
pus grounds. Any student can file 
a report to the office stating what 
they have lost, where and when it 
was last seen, and a description of 
what the item is. 

Any lost items that are turned in 
to the office are held for up to 90 
days, during which those who filed 
a report can identify their missing 
property and have it returned. Ad- 
ministrative Analyst Specialist Su- 
zanne Bracamonte said once the 
time is up, the items are usually 
given to the California Auction 
Company in Stockton. 

“When we receive an item, we 
always try to find some form of 
identification on it, so we can re- 
turn it to its owner as soon as pos- 
sible,’ Bracamonte said. “On av- 
erage, we return around 20 items 
a week to their owners.” 

Helping the process of finding 
the lost items are fliers which are 
posted around the Sacramento 
State campus. The fliers are usual- 
ly designed by the Lost and Found 
Office, with details provided by 
the student filling the report. 

“We try to have as many as 50 


fliers posted for each case,” Bra- 
camonte said. “We want to be 
consistent, and people see them as 
much as possible.” 

Sacramento State Chief of Police 
Mark Iwasa said the office receives 
reports of lost phones, laptops and 
keys almost everyday, among oth- 
er items such as water bottles and 
backpacks. Iwasa said the Lost 
and Found Office used to have a 
turn-in box for these lost items in 
multiple buildings on campus. 

“Tn the past, there used to be one 
in each building, so people could 
turn things in from wherever they 
were at,” Iwasa said. “They would 
then be collected and would end 
up at the police center in_ the 
Union.” 

Losing track of a valuable is not 
an uncommon occurrence at Sac 
State, so some students at least 
know of someone who has used 
the lost and found. 

“IT know that a friend of mine 
lost his keys a while ago, and he 
used the lost and found,” said Sat- 
bir Sidhu, a senior with a focus in 
management information systems. 
“He never complained about not 
finding them, so I’m pretty sure 
they were returned.” 

Depending on the circumstances, 
some students might consider us- 
ing the Lost and Found Office only 
once they’ve tried other methods, 
such as what sophomore speech 
pathology major Irene Katkanova 
said. 

“Personally, I would try retrac- 
ing my steps before anything 
else,” Katkanova said. “Like, if I 
lost something in the bathroom, I 
would start looking there and ask 
around before going to the lost 
and found.” 
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The City of Trees Brass Band performs a mixture of New Orleans funk and West Coast contemporary in Old Sacramento, Satu 
performing the last Nooner concert of the spring semester, which will be hosted by UNIQUE Programs in the University Union Ser 


[Vu Chau 
@vchau2020 | 


For being only four years 
old, City of Trees Brass 
Band has already garnered 
widespread attention across 
Sacramento for being able 
to infuse the local music 
scene with its mixture of tra- 
ditional New Orleans funk 
and West Coast contempo- 
rary sound that is played by 
seasoned musicians. 

City of Trees Brass Band’s 
performance at Sacramento 
State on Wednesday, May 4 
marks the last Nooner con- 
cert of the spring semester 
to be hosted by UNIQUE 
Programs. 

The concert will once 
again be held at the Univer- 
sity Union Serna Plaza. 
Formerly known as_ the 
Brasstronauts, City of Trees 
Brass Band was formed by 
Ben Hillier in 2013 and is 
currently one of the only 
two well-known brass bands 
in the city of Sacramento. 

The other band, Element 


Brass Band, has also per- 
formed at Sac State in the 
past. 

Michelle Gunvordahl, op- 
eration manager and pho- 
tographer for City of Trees 
Brass Band, said that the 
band has become this es- 
tablished today because of 
Hillier’s ability to lead 
the group as well as his 
knowledge in how to 
spotlight the band at 
the right moment and 
time. 

“Since the beginning, 
Ben [Hillier] knows 
that producing good 
music isn’t enough to make 
it in the scene,” Gunvordahl 
said. “You have to network 
with other musicians and 
bands and advertise in ef- 
fective ways. Ben [Hillier] 
knows how to recruit great 
players but is also a great 
support staff who makes 
sure that our name gets out 
there.” 

One factor that makes City 
of Trees Brass Band differ- 
ent is its line-up. 

Hillier said the band con- 
stantly changes its line-up, 
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though not based on pref- 
erences of who is good and 
who is not, but rather be- 
cause of each member’s 
availability. 

Currently, some of the core 
members of City of Trees 
Brass Band are Hillier on 
the sousaphone, Jon Vento 


| “Every time you see 
our shows, it could 
be a totally different 
composition of players.” 


- Ben Hillier | 


and Matt Vollmer on trum- 
pets, and Bill Bua and Isaac 
Negrete on saxophones. 

For Hillier, line-up chang- 
es do not hinder the band’s 
performance or its chemis- 
try one bit. 

“That’s one of the excit- 
ing things about this band,” 
Hillier said. “Every time 
you see our shows, it could 
be a totally different com- 
position of players.” 

Hillier said the sound that 
makes the band distinctive 
is not about who plays in 





Photos courtesy of Tree City Brass Band 


the gig but more on how the 
music is played. 

“It’s more the way that 
we play the music,” Hillier 


said. “We are a collective of 


people who study second- 
line funk and apply it to this 
modern, west coast party 
band sound.” 
Beside the authentic 
New Orleans’ second- 
line scene, City of Trees 
Brass Band is also in- 
fluenced by the more 
| popular and contem- 
porary sound — spe- 
cifically hip-hop, with 
influences pulled from 
the likes of Snoop Doog and 
Fat Domino. The band also 
mixes New Orleans funk 
with video game and car- 
toon soundtracks such as 
“Zelda” and “Pokemon.” 

“We're just trying to get 
people to dance,” Hillier 
said. 

City of Trees also devel- 
oped its own education out- 
reach where, for one to two 
days a week, core members 


- host musical clinics at grade 


schools in local impover- 
ished areas to encourage 


rday, March 26. The band will be 
na Plaza, Wednesday, May 4. 


students to approach music 
from a more natural point 
of view. 

“(The outreach program] 
is basically our baby, really,” 
Bua said. “Teaching young 
people how to play music 
and exposing them to music 
are not only gratifying, but 
it’s also helping us ensure 
the survival of the music, 
because who would come 
after us if we don’t expose 
these kids to our music.” 

Hillier said the purpose 
of City of Trees’ visits to 
classrooms is to enrich each 
student’s knowledge on 
what it’s truly like to be a 
musician. 

“As the kids come in to 
their classrooms and _ sit 
down, the brass band be- 
gins playing,” Hillier said of 
how a typical musical clinic 
goes. “Then, they can get 
that experience of what it’s 
like for people walking by 
on the street and see us play. 
It’s the experience of discov- 
ering a band in a place that 
they didn’t expect.” 


CITY OF TREES, C7 





City of Trees: Band performs 
music to get people dancing 
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tity of Trees is most known in 
the area for its street performances. 
Hillier said the band earns more 
money from busking in Downtown 
Sacramento and Midtown than in 
bar gigs. 

The band also travels to nearby cit- 
ies to busk, not only to promote its 
music but also to bring an awareness 
to the free-willed musical cause that 
it is doing to serve the community. 

As much as he 
appreciates the 
spontaneity of 
busking, Bua, 
unlike | Hillier, 
said he prefers 
club gigs. 

“T love the street 
gigs, I truly do,” 
Bua said, “but 
the club gigs are 
more gratifying 
in the sense that 
you are reaching 
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The City of Trees Brass Band performs 
in Old Sacramento, March 26. 


the audience who are there to hear 
you, rather than just passing by to 
watch you play briefly.” 

In the meantime, City of Trees 
Brass Band is recording a few 
tracks in the studio, even if Hillier 
would rather stick to the more live 
and spontaneous feel the band has 
been known for all these years. 

However, Hillier promises that 
the band will never lose its authen- 
tic aesthetic, which is rooted in the 
marriage between New Orleans 
class and West 
Coast sass. 
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music as_ lan- 
guage,” Hillier 
said. “The 
more you talk 
to somebody 
and the miore 
you converse 
with them, 
the better the 
conversations 
flow.” 
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